








2008 Founded in New York City as RUSA LGBTQ+, growing
from a Brighton Beach circle into a citywide community.

February 2025 QARAVAN earned the Candid Platinum Seal of
Transparency.

June 2025 NYC Pride selected us as one of 11 nonprofits citywide for
its Pride Gives Back grant.

THE NAME

QARAVAN, the name our community adopted as it grew

beyond its origins, means what it says: a caravan

traveling together toward safety and dignity.

QARAVAN (formerly RUSA LGBTQ+) is a New York-based nonprofit
serving LGBTQ+ immigrants, asylum seekers, and refugees from
Eastern Europe, Central Asia, and the Caucasus. We organize events,
provide peer support, help members access services, and advocate for
LGBTQ+ immigrants’ rights.

Participants at Brighton Beach Pride, May 10

ABOUT QARAVAN



WINTER
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The year opened with ice skating at Wollman Rink and closed January with
an emergency know-your-rights briefing, organized with SAFE Asylum within
days of the new federal orders.

February brought a résumé workshop, stress-resilience training with
psychiatrist Konstantin Boykov, and weekly Drag Race watch parties at
Coney Island USA and the Workshop of Inspiration.

Ice skating at Wollman Rink, January 10, 2025.



Brighton Beach Pride #9 on the Riegelmann Boardwalk, May 10

SPRING

In May, sign-making sessions preceded the ninth Brighton Beach Pride on
the Riegelmann Boardwalk. Roughly 500 people marched under the
slogan “No Hate, No Fear” in support of trans and non-binary immigrants.

March was our busiest month, with 19 gatherings, including the Female
Queer Perspectives exhibition for Women’s Month. April activities
included an immigration Q&A and a picnic at Sheep’s Meadow.



BRIGHTON BEACH PRIDE #9

The Rude Mechanical Orchestra and Shana Knizhnik of ACLU.

Brighton Beach Pride
Brighton Beach Pride brought LGBTQ+ immigrants and allies to the
Riegelmann Boardwalk for our ninth annual march.

Activist Randy Wicker spoke, the Rude Mechanical Orchestra performed,
and marchers carried a banner naming their countries of origin.


